
September 25, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

September 25, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene 

Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Jim Woods, Jennifer 

Bowles, Kathy Lawson and Chad Martin.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher, Community Planner Susan McCulloch, 

Sheriff Steve Draper, Major Laura Hopkins, and Finance Director Linda Conover.  

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Vice Mayor Martin, Teague 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Council Member Kathy Lawson made a motion to recommend the Circuit Court to 

reappoint Page Brockenbrough to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a term ending September 

26, 2023; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in 

favor.   

Hear an overview of the September 24, 2018 Druid Hills/Uptown Neighborhood Tour 

and Meeting – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the neighborhood tour route and the 

properties and areas of concern that were visited by Council Members.  Towarnicki detailed 

several resident concerns expressed during the neighborhood meeting.  Those concerns were 

forwarded to the appropriate City departments for follow up.  

Consider adoption of a memorial resolution for Rev. Dr. David Adkins – Mayor Teague 

said the Rev. Adkins was committed to the betterment of the community.  City Attorney 

Monday shared fond memories of Rev. Adkins and said Adkins was a man easily admired.  

Monday read the resolution which was presented to his widow on behalf of City Council.  Vice 

Mayor Martin said that Adkins had a quiet, sweet spirit and it was an honor to work with him.   
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Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing October, 2018 as Domestic 

Violence Awareness Month – Vice Mayor Martin read the proclamation which was presented to 

Warren Rodgers, Executive Director of the Southside Survivor Response Center.  Rodgers 

thanked Council and appreciates the support of the Community.  Rodgers explained the 

organization accepts volunteers and donations, they involve interns from local colleges.  

 

Conduct a public hearing on a request by Planning Commission for a Zoning Text 

Amendment to modify the requirements of the Architectural Review Board’s membership – 

Susan McCulloch summarized the need for the public hearing.  The Planning Commission has 

voted and recommends Council allow the provision to remain regarding waiver of membership 

requirements.  Mayor Teague opened the public hearing. No one approached the podium so 

the hearing was closed.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the ordinance on 

first reading with the amendment as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with 

the following roll call vote:  Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Vice Mayor 

Martin, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; and Council Member Bowles, aye. 
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Hear information from Pamela Carter-Taylor, Coordinator of Advanced Manufacturing 

at New College Institute regarding an upcoming Employability Workshop to be held at NCI on 

September 27, 2018 – Carter-Taylor provided a PowerPoint and detailed information regarding 

the upcoming Employability Workshop including courses and assessments, organization, path 

models, etc. Currently, there are 35 students involved but several local industries are looking 

to offer the courses to employees. 1,000 seats are split between NCI and two other higher-

education locations in the area, NCI has 250 seats available.  They are looking at expending 

the program into other languages and other areas of training. Students can sign out a laptop 

on NCI premises if they do not have access to a computer or internet at home.  
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Hear an update from the Sheriff’s Department on the City jail – City Manager 

Towarnicki said he’s talked daily to the Sheriff’s Department about issues at the jail, 

specifically overcrowding in the jail which causes almost daily transport to other facilities.  The 

impact to the budget can be substantial over time.  Sheriff Steve Draper gave Council a brief 

overview about the building, which was originally built to house 36 male inmates.  There is a 

co-ed medium security facility on the property that will house 48 male and female inmates.  

The City Farm is a minimum-security facility and can house 44 males.  There is a daily 
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average of 142 inmates with an average of 20-30 being housed at other localities on a regular 

basis. Major Laura Hopkins explained a 12% increase since FY2015.  The Sheriff’s Department 

paid out $20,475 to house 19 inmates at a different facility in August 2018. Towarnicki 

explained that the Sheriff’s Department budget is typically underspent each year.  If this over 

population continues to be a trend then any savings related to the budget underspending will 

be used up pretty quickly.  The budget is very tight; the cost to cover this expense could 

become a fund balance issue.  

 

Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with 

all Council Members voting in favor.  

 

Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street expressed concern about the 

City’s credibility and how the County residents will have any faith in the City’s transparency 

with the ongoing issues related to the medical school.  Before the City gets into a reversion 

discussion, the medical school concerns should be resolved.   
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Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Bowles shared details about 

Community Resource Day on Saturday 11:00am-3:00pm and invited the public. OctoberFest 

is October 6 11:00am-5:00pm. Bowles shared that Lunch with a Cop today was successful 

and thanked the Police Department for being available.  A resident expressed concern to 

Bowles regarding clogged drains in the City and asked if it is possible to install netting to 

reduce the amount of trash and debris that washes into the drain.  Towarnicki explained that 

applying netting to the drains would only complicate the drainage concern. Bowles asked 

Towarnicki to investigate what other communities are doing related to netting storm drains.  

Vice Mayor Martin thanked residents for attending the Neighborhood meeting last night.  

Council Member Woods was able to attend the neighborhood watch meeting and was 

overwhelmed at the number of people who attended.  Woods said seeing the job that the Police 

Department is doing to reach out to the community was amazing. Citizens can ride-along with 

an officer if they are willing to sign a waiver so they can see the work they do.  Council 

Member Lawson shared that October 6 is Hazardous Waste Day.  October 16 from 9:00am-

1:00pm will be a pesticide collection day at Southern States and the Martinsville Race is 

Saturday.  Mayor Teague said there would be visitors to the community for the race this 

weekend and asked residents to represent the community and welcome those visitors 

Comments by City Manager – Towarnicki summarized the citizen survey handled by the 

Police Department in the local communities.  Officers has collected over 1,200 responses with 

a few days left to accept those.  The officers are going door-to-door with the surveys.  The City 

and County are accepting nominations for the Outstanding Veteran Award; nomination forms 

can be accessed through the City’s website and will be accepted in the City Manager’s office 

through October 12.  The Outstanding Veteran Award will be given at the Veteran’s Day 

assembly.   

City Attorney Monday encouraged citizens to vote for the annual Partners in 

Preservation.  Out of fifteen projects, two are in our immediate area – one in Danville and one 

in Greensboro.  Google VOTE MY MAIN STREET for details.  

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


